This year marks the seventy-fifth anniversary of the anaesthetic department at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital in Sydney, the first anaesthetic department to be established in Australia. Professor Barry Baker took several months leave last year to compile this history of the department. It is a small and immensely readable book. The first eight chapters contain a chronological history of anaesthesia at the hospital, starting with the opening of the hospital in 1882 and continuing to the present day. The last four chapters are the history of specialist departments, namely Intensive Care, Liver Transplantation, Neuroanaesthesia and Cardiothoracic Anaesthesia, and are written by anaesthetists specializing in each area.
The book is filled with amusing anecdotes and quotes from hospital archives which will doubtless become harder to access with the passing of time. The personalities that made up the department are dis-cussed without any embellishments and are appreciated as much for their faults as their achievements. The last four chapters, while all inevitably different in style, emphasize how much has been achieved in the last few decades and many anaesthetists reading it will be surprised to find out how quickly our past becomes history. This is an important record and a great credit to its author. I recommend it to all anaesthetists: there is something for everyone, and Sydney anaesthetists in particular will find a great deal they recognize or remember. This book focuses particularly on the intraoperative application of transoesophageal echocardiography (TEE). The panel of authors are mainly anaesthetists and cardiologists, together with a cardiac surgeon. Accordingly, the standards or practice are mainly based on guidelines laid down by the relevant professional bodies.
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It is divided into three main sections. The first deals with the basics and concepts of echocardiography, the second covers basic details of transoesophageal examination in general, e.g. assessment of valves, myocardial functions, cardiac masses and aorta, and the last section covers topics regarding the application of TEE particularly in cardiac surgery, intensive care medicine, non-cardiac surgery and non-coronary intervention. The approach to the clinical problems is well organized into the preoperative, intraoperative and postoperative periods, with emphasis on practical TEE-guided decision-making and establishment of priorities.
The major strength of this book is its practical approach of using TEE to make clinical decisions and alter clinical management, particularly in cardiac surgery. In the decision-making sections, the critical issues in each chapter are clearly stressed and well prioritized. The depth and scope of discussion of TEE guided perioperative management in cardiac surgical conditions make it one of the most comprehensive texts available.
The book also has excellent illustrations demonstrating correlation of cardiac surgical anatomy with TEE imaging planes. Various high quality illustrations of cardiac surgical technique are added appropriately so that readers even without a cardiac surgical background can have a better understanding of cardiac surgical procedures. The chapter on noncoronary cardiac interventions provides useful upto-date information on role of TEE for this rapidly developing field.
The content in sections one and two are quite similar to other standard echocardiography texts, but the chapter on organization of an intraoperative TEE service and the above-mentioned intraoperative TEE quality assurance concepts and methodology is a good reference for those who want to establish such a service. Finally, this book is easy to read. Tables and illustrations are abundant and the synopsis of key points is listed in the end of each chapter.
The major shortcoming of this book is that the role of TEE in perioperative management of congenital heart disease is not included. In addition, the scope and depth of topics discussed in the critical care setting is limited. Finally, the use of perioperative TEE in paediatric patients is not mentioned. Overall, this is an excellent book which is comprehensive, systematic, practical and easy to read. It provides up-to-date information and is an invaluable book for cardiac anaesthetists practising perioperative TEE. In Book reviews
